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Overview of the evening VA%B%E ¥

ACADEMY *

Main Hall -
A presentation from Mr Halifax (Vice Principal) and
Mrs Appleyard (Progress Leader — Year g)

Purpose

* To give the necessary context to your child’s option choices.

* To go through the process involved in your child selecting their
option choices.

* Offer general advice and guidance as to which subjects or subject
combinations to choose or not.

* To answer any questions you may have about your child's transition
into Key Stage 4.
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Dining hall

The Curriculum Fayre

Every subject studied at the Vale of York Academy is represented tonight.
Purpose

* Allow you (parents and pupils) to gain a greater appreciation of what is
involved in studying various subjects in Key Stage 4.
* To talk to subject specialists about the specific content of each subject.
* To ask questions:
* Tosupplement the detail provided within the options booklet.
* Clarify any changes and developments to the examination courses.
* As to the suitability of your child considering specific courses.
* Regarding the process of making your option choices.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST



Options choices- Background & context YORK

The Department for Education (DofE) tells ACADEMY %, ¥
schools how they must make up the curriculum
pupils receive. The aim is to provide all pupils
across the country with a broad and balanced AN

curriculum with schools taking a similar quantity Department
of qualifications. There are a number of core

subjects that are compulsory to all schools. fOI’ Education

VALE OF &I
7

Compulsory subjects are:

* GCSE Mathematics

* GCSE English (Language & Literature)*
* GCSE Science (Combined or Separate)*

Non-examined Core subjects:
« Worldview & Modern Issues
e Core PE &IAG - including careers support

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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Students will take between 8 to 10 VA%(E);%F(

qualifications to examination ACADEMY oy,

GCSE's:

Tend to be more traditional subjects

Exam assessed, small (if any) coursework element
Awarded a g to 1 grade

Non GCSE’s: eg: Cambridge National awards

These are more vocational (employment orientated)
Tend to be more practical subjects

Have a greater coursework emphasis

Graded Distinction* to pass (at Level 1 &2)

Both have equal status/value
ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST



Government guidance: VALE OF %

: - YORK
Securing the best outcomes for all pupils T/
The Department for Education make o

a very strong recommendation about the other
subjects a pupil should study up to the age of 16. oy
At Vale of York we recognise the importance of students Department
achieving the best possible outcomes, so that they are well .
placed to continue with their chosen educational pathway. fOI’ Educatlon
So we are making it compulsory for students to select at
least one EBacc subject.

EBacc subjects are:
* GCSE Geography

* GCSE History EB&GG

e GCSE German /
* GCSE French

* GCSE Computer Science
* GCSE Separate Sciences (Bio/Chem/Phys)

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST




Options — DfE information sheet

o
Dapartmant
for Education

HELP YOUR CHILD MAKE
THE BEST GCSE CHOICES

You and yeur child may currently
be considering, with advics from
their school, what GCSE subjects
thay should take next ysar.

Tha Dy fox E:

these core mutpects, which make Lo the Engleh
Baccaaureste (Eacc), and help keep options
for young pmople open:
= Erglah lrguage and Englah Hersture
- Maths
— Scmnce
Comtene scunce o 3 snghe soences
froen Siciogy. Chessatry, Prysics,
et Camputer soence
— Matery or Geography

-A
Arciert or modem

WHAT IS THE EBACC?

The EBsce is not 3 qualificaton in it own sght
= '3 a combanation of GCSE sutpects, nclucing
& langumge, St ofer = important range of
Iencrwiecige and skl 1o young peoshe

EBACC FUTURE PROOFS YOUR
CHILD'S PROSPECTS

Wil yrur chilcd may ot fue ceceled on ther
EBace

VALE OF &L

future caresr path pet, choosng the

# GCSE goves them access 10 3 4 range of The ressarch found that studerts
wmployTrent opfions when they leave secondary Mudyng EBacc ssbijects for
school and the troad knoededoe that erplopers OCSE, wern mare bhaly %o stay n
e bookry for sdocation after 36

I they sre Farkang of going 1o university, The Certom for Longtuctne Suaches,
the £Sacc & alec recormmended by Brtan's Augest 2007
moat preaizious wrivenafies. o

LANGUAGES GIVE
YOUNG PEOPLE
A COMPETITIVE EDGE

Languages are an important pert of Eace.
Shuching = forwign language can be ey
TG and wscfing. They peoade s Fangt
o ofher cultures and can open the door o
Favel andt errpioyment cportunties. They can
o brosden puply’ hortcor, felpng Bem
Souriah in new emisornmments.

¥ pour chikd finchs languages o, don't forget
Trat ey will have Been stucing Bem for much
Naa terw than thelr other sutjects and, whie
# can be a chalenge, learring 2 language wil

“arang languege skl urder
Yo balt wil help mahe Yoo stamd
cutl Sum e crows, whethe
you're apphang for an entry leval
pasiticn, » management rels or
o nterrel transtee”

Sxwve Cazscty, Sersoe Vice Presstert
& Marnging Dewcteg UK A bulares, Hiton

The Musasll Group has mammd
languages =3 ssbiects tuat opan
dozra Lo mure degrees a3t Univera e
(The fezssll Gmcp b x gow

ot 24 urtversiias Wit & d
on sesesrch and 3 mpdation for
Icatteric actameETT)

Pretly etance their Lt opportuniies.
What's mons, we know that

28 they et o
ke e

“Young peocls shifed i the

WHAT ABOUT ARTS AND MUSIC?

Whihe arts and muaic s not inchoded i the Eface,
wvery child shouks 38l experience a high-qualty
arts and otural sdcaton feaughout her time 2
schonl m pat of 8 belinced csmodum. ¥ your child
can tabe O GCSEx, thay wil hares sther 3 or 2 Ather
optiors and can chooes sctyects based on her
wider rfeseats b art or musec an well as ofters
much s physcsl eclucation or lechedlogy

-~
Schosts whess more pusts aslect the
£8acc 3t GOSE maitan the numbaer of
Pagals trat select arta
Trarcts o arts mutyects n schooks
mth incemet Efacs ety July 2017

of Ewrope, Crna and
olhver key markets srourd the worl

Further Information
Sawch Eface on GOVLK for mow informuaton.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST

You shocks so get in fouch with your chikd's school
rectly — they wil be atie 10 el you about thes
specitc GUSE and EBace offer and wpben of of
your chikf's cotiorm.

Found in your pack
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Option choices YORK
Changes to examinations ACADEMY Rg”
New GCSE grades explained New exams are

_ written to be..

MORE DIFFICULT

(fceof
UO Qualficatons
and Examinations

T egulallon

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST



Options — Key benchmark VALE OF S8
ptions ey pencnmarkK measures YORK w

ACADEMY ¥, g%
English Baccalaureate (EBacc)

This is an ever increasingly important measure for pupils.

The EBacc measure is designed to demonstrate pupil EB&BE
performance across a range of academic subjects.

It indicates that they have achieved GCSE grades in: f

English, Mathematics and at least two Sciences*, one

humanity based subject and one modern foreign language.
NB-pupils will also achieve GCSE’s in other subjects

Progress/Attainment 8

This measure is to ensure that pupils at KS4 cover a broad and
balanced curriculum.

Students will select courses to ensure that they meet the

following subjects:
English, Mathematics, two Sciences, at least one other EBacc

subject and at least three other qualifications (these maybe EBacc).

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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The Progress 8 measure VA%%E -

Achieving a broad and balanced curriculum  Acaimy %

S (s 19 6 (L7 | [ 8

English Maths EBacc qualifications ‘Open group’
Double-weighted® Double-weighted (sences, computer science, geography, Remaining EBacc qu.“ﬁ“ﬁom and
i other approved qualifications
"Migher score of English Longuoge or English L tevoture (GCSEs and other approved academic, arts of vocational
doubie weighted if o student has taken both quaifications qualdications)

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST



Our Curriculum commitment

To support, challenge and
enthuse each child as to give
their very best and develop a

passion for future life.

Semper Ad Optimum
“Always giving the best”

VALE OF &I
YORK
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* XK

Ofsted

2019

Graded GOOD

What does that look like?

* High standard/High expectations
* Greatteaching and learning

A wide range of opportunities

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST

Leaders have
put in place a
"well thought-

out curriculum”
Ofsted Dec 19
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Your Options Booklet 2024-26 ~ YORK

This is an invaluable
reference resource to
support and inform
you through the whole
options process.

The final item in your pack is
the options form for you to
use as a reference before
completing your final option
choices via a Google form.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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2024-26
Year 9 Options booklet
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Subject info-videos on the website ~ YORK

ACADEMY ", _ o

Curriculum Leaders have recorded short informational videos giving you a
course overview and attempted to answer many FAQ's. Please watch.

Year 9 Options

YEAR 9 OPTIONS

Year 9 Options

Welcome to the Year 9 Optlons process. Yehr 3 Opsions

Core Subjects
For the first time, your child has the opportunity to influence the curriculum they will study and as
such will have to make some important decisions about their education over the coming weeks. As an EBacc Subjects
Academy, we will endeavour to provide an options experience that will support you and your child

: Open Subjects
through every step of the process so that they make an informed choice and are happy about the
subjects they will ultimately take to examination. Study Plus
Our Options Booklet contains a wealth of information about the options process as well as an
informative course guide for each subject, so please do read it carefully.
S - E S TWITTER

See links below
- VOY Transition, Community & W

View Core Subject videos Pupil Premium Lead
@valeofyorkcomco

View EBacc Subject videos @ValeYorkAcademy Christmas
Fair tonight 6-8 organised by our

View Open Option videos amazing parent group
@vale_soclety . Lots of stalls,

View Study Plus videos entertainment and festive fun!!!!

See you later!!! #Christmas
We look forward to seeing you at the Options Evening on Wednesday 8th of February 2023. plc.twitter.com/g658...



Example letter in your packs

VALE OF

Vale of York Academy — Option Choices 2024

As gutlined in the Vale of York 2024 opticns bocklet your child will receive a strong recommendation from the
Academy to follow one of four pathways. This recommendation is based upon historic academic performance,
current progress and appropriateness of course selection to enable the best opportunities for your child post 16,

It is our strong recommendation that your child follows the ENHANCED PATHWAY
This means that your child will achieve the Ebacr suite of qualifications, recognised at Post16 and beyond.
Click here to complete the Google Form
How to complete your child’s option selection:
Using the information below make your choices on the google form link above
1. From Grid A (EBacc) select an MFL subject from line 1 and a humanity subject from line 2.
2. Then make your ‘priority’ selection. This is the subject you wish to do more than any other from Grid B, without
duplicating a selection already made from Grid A
3. Finally make ALL three additionz| ‘preference’ selections; oncs aggin from Grid B mot duplicating 2 previous selection.
Ple=se do not leave any preference selections empty.

subj ilable for select

GRID A: EBacc choices
LIME 1 {MFL) French German
LINE 2 {Humanity) Geography History
GRID B: Open choices
Art & Design Business Studies Computer Science Design Engineering
Drama PE French Food & MNutrition
Geography German Health & Social Care History
Music Psychology Religious Studies Separate Science

Please take time to consider the cholces you will eventually submit. Read the booklet, watch subject videos on our website, do some
wider research and speak to your class teachers, There is no immediate rush to return the Googleform however please ensure it is
completed and returned no later than uld you require any support or assistance during the options

process contact your child's furm tutor by email orifitis a suhject specific query email the relevant Curriculum Leader.

YORK

ACADEMY ¥y~
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This is an example of
the letter that will be
emailed to parents on
Tuesday 20th February.
You then have until the
28th February to

ALWAYS @M[N(i G THE EST

complete and return it.



Timeline for the 2024 Options

January

The process starts via reference to the option process in assemblies and
lessons. Pupils can seek support and guidance from their form tutor and or
subject teachers.

Tue 23rd January

Year 9 options taster morning. All pupils will get an insight to Ebaac subjects
and some of the courses not studied in KS3.

Jan/Feb

Year 9 pupils will sit their Spring term assessment in every subject.

Tue 6th February

Options information evening. All parents and carers of year 9 pupils are
invited to attend this event where families will receive all the necessary
information about the options process and their option booklet.

Tue 20th February

Year 9 Parents evening - Online

21st - 26th
February

Submission window for option choice. Families will receive their personalised
(zoogle Form option letter via email, sent after parent evening on the night
before. Families have one week to complete and submit.

Wed 28th February

Deadline for the completion of the google form with your child's option choices.

Easter to June

Processing and resolving of matters arising from pupils' choices.

Late June

All pupils are informed of their option choices by letter.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST

VALE OF &I
YORK
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Parents evening 20th February - When booking please

prioritise subjects your childs has a distinct interest in
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Making the right selections... YORK N,

Making the right subject choices can be difficult...

Based upon your child's performance in school we have made a
strong recommendation as to the 'Pathway’ best suited to
them and ensuring the best outcomes for them.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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The Option Pathways - EXPLAINED!  capgwy *

The Enhanced pathway secures the EBacc qualification.

* Initially you select your Modern Foreign Language and a
Humanity choice thereby qualifying for the EBacc award.

* Then you select FOUR further subjects of which you will end up
studying TWO of them.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST



Options choices VALE OF %
Pupils with a second language YORK

ACADEMY ", 4"

Any pupil who can meet the entry requirements
of another GCSE Modern Foreign Language can
use this language to be EBacc compliant and
therefore be:

- either be a dual linguist

- or not follow the Enhanced pathway

(Entry requirements:

In summary write, read and speak an additional language, and
commit to preparing for GCSE exams in their own time. Subjects inc:
Spanish/Turkish/Polish/ Mandarin/Urdu/Arabic/ Russian/Greek)

Speak to Mr Halifax for clarification

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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The Option Pathways - IMPORTANT  YORK W

ACADEMY @, 4"

The Supported pathway secures the progress 8 measure.

* You are automatically placed into Study+ (additional Maths, English & Science
lesson and access to the AQA unit award).

* You select your one EBacc subject.

* Then you select FOUR further subjects of which you will end up
studying TWO of them.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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Priority & Preference selections VA%%E -
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e

Pupils will be required to make ONe PRIORITY SELECTION.

This is the one subject you wish to do more than any other.
I will always endeavour to GUARANTEE this subject.




VALE O X
<3

There are 16 subjects available to choose YR,

Red text denotes an EBacc subject

Art & Design |Business Studies | Computer Science | Design Engineering /
GCSE GCSE GCSE Manufacturing

Cambridge National Award

Drama Exam PE French Food & Nutrition

GCSE Both Cambridge National GCSE GCSE
Award & GCSE courses run

Geography German Health & Social History

GCSE GCSE Care GCSE

Cambridge National Award

Music Psychology Religious Studies Separate Science
GCSE GCSE GCSE GCSE

NB: The Academy retain the right to decide which level and qualification pupils will
be entered for based upon ensuring the best outcomes for all pupils.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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How to submit your options?  YORK

ACADEMY ", 4"

Please ONLY use the personal link emailed to you as it is assigned to you.

Vale of York Academy — Option Choices 2024

The link can be found

As outlined in the Vale of York 2024 options booklet your child will receive a strong recommendation from the
v one of four pathways. This recommendation is based upon historic academic performance,
current progress and approp e selection to enable the best opportunities for your child post 16.

Follow the order of the
¥gur strong recommendation that your child follows'the ENHANCED PATHWAY
q U e St I O n S O n t h e fo rm , U S e t h e This means that y dd will achieve the Ebacc suite of qualifications, recognised at Post16 and beyond.

Click here to complete the Google Form

. f . h | How to complete your child's option selection:
I n O rm at I O n O n t e ette r to Using the information below make your choices on the google form link above
1. From Grid A (EBacc) select an MFL subject from line 1 and a humanity subject from line 2.
h e | p 2. Then make your ‘priority’ selection. This is the subject you wish to do more than any other from Grid B, without
duplicating a selection already made from Grid A.

3. Finally make ALL three additional ‘preference’ selections; once again from Grid B not duplicating a previous selection.
Please do not leave any preference selections empty.

EaCh pathway W||| require a Subjects available for selection

GRID A: EBacc choices

different response NEL (oL Hrench German

LINE 2 (Humanity) Geography History

Submitting will send your final

GRID B: Open choices

choices to school At&Dwign | BusnessStudies | ComputerScence |  DesignEnginering
Drama PE French Food & Nutrition

~ o~ R i v Geography German Health & Social Care History
ALWAYS} QIVI[N @ THE BEST Music Psychology Religious Studies Separate Science
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What Next... YORK

: ACADEMY ", 4"
Tonight 2f
Talk to subject staff at the Curriculum Fayre
* It can be as useful to eliminate possibilities as well as firm up choices

‘\\T

DO3

Over the coming days

Discuss with your child what subjects they wish to study
* Encourage your child to speak to their subject teachers if unsure

Do some wider research:

What do they need to access post 16 or career choices?

* Book in foronline Parents Evening — on Wednesday 1st March

* Fully access/engage with our Options taster day Wednesday 22nd Feb
* Look at post 16, university course and job entry requirements

)
)

oo Vv,
FEBRUARY

Then carefully complete the Googleform (emailed to you) e
There is no need to hand in a paper copy, unless agreed in advance

Wednesday 28th February

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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IS their choices?

We will endeavour to give all pupils their intended choices, however due
to the sheer number of permutations we cannot guarantee it.
Hence why we ask for a priority and then several preferences.

For the majority of students the submission of their form will be the end
of the matter until you receive confirmation of your options in the
Summer term.

However, if there any issues or concerns the school (me) will be in
contact as soon as possible seeking to find the right solution for
your child.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST



e Can my child VA%%E \9,
glt?estlon change their 4
choices?

It is absolutely essential that the selection of choices that are put down
on the options form as the subject you are prepared to study in
September.

There is a very short window at the start of each course where (if
possible) some pupils can adapt their choices. After that changes are very

rarely considered.

It is always a better option to get it right from the beginning,
so please take your time and make selections wisely!

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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YORK
Mrs Appleyard KA
Progress Leader
Year 9

Advice and Guidance
on making your
option choices

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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Which subjects to choose? s
ASK your child to consider the following

Which subjects do YOU enjoy ?
* Do not base your choices solely on a subject teacher.
* Do not base your choices on your friends.

Consider workload. ALL subjects are hard! All require work

out of the classroom, so it is important you enjoy them and
are interested.

If you've no clear plans, keep options as open as possible.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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Supporting your child VALE OF %
What to think about... ACADEMY %

It is highly recommended that both parent/guardian and pupil:

Talk to teachers about student potential within a subject at
parents’ evening.

Read and analyse previous report grades.

Explore subject specific details and requirements of possible
final subject choices.

Research and consider next steps. Will these choices enable
possible post 16 or career opportunities?

Speak to older students currently studying the courses.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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There are no “"soft” or "easy” options VALE OF
: : YORK
It is an unavoidable fact that ... ACADEMY %

GCSE’s are hard work!!

IN SUMMARY: Our best advice to making your option choices is...

* Choose subjects you enjoy studying because of the content
and not because of the teacher who maybe teaching it.

* Don't beinfluenced by what your peers are doing.

* Choose subjects that you look forward to because you will
have spend a lot of time out of the classroom extending
learning.

* Choose subjects that will allow you to keep as many options
open or relate to a specific career choice you have in mind.

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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If you wish to please
wait behind to speak
to Mr Halifax or
Mrs Appleyard

(i Y4 L :

@ (4 ) Ad) A} Otherwise...

~a) (o N =)/.

:0(, :@; = )| S ] Please make your way to the
MR E2AED Dining hall to talk to our
d :1—;;:,’ — = subject specialist at the
T~ Ju#ﬂ, k‘}, [%, Curriculum Fayre

ALWAYS GIVING THE BEST
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